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Rhett Phillips took a welding career path at the Greene
College and Career Academy and right after graduation
got a job at Boiler and Steam Precision in Greensboro.
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James Ramirez (left), Edgar Escutia (center) and Kiera Richards (right) are all high school
seniors studying welding at the Greene College and Career Academy.

Students able to forge a career at GCCA
Mark Engel
engel@msgrnews.com

You probably don’t know
and may never meet Rhett
Phillips but he is a Greene
College and Career Academy
success story.
The 19-year-old Greensboro
resident started working
last year as an apprentice
welder at Boiler and Steam
Performance (BSP), which is
located in the Greene County
Industrial Park.
“I was kind of guided to
automotive by my family,”
Rhett said, “my father and
grandfather worked on cars
around me all the time. I
started to like it but when I
welded for the first time, I
really liked that process.”
It seems simple but welding
requires a steady hand while
wearing a heavy helmet
with protective clothing and
sticking your thick gloves
within inches of a powerful
spark that melts metal at
6,500 degrees Fahrenheit.
Rhett was a rising junior at
Greene County High School
just as the school district
established the College and
Career Academy (GCCA).
The Academy is located
in the high school building
but is a separate entity with
its own classrooms and labs.
Students build practical skills
and earn early college credits
on specific paths, whether

they are heading for college,
starting their career or joining
the military.
Working with the
Greensboro branch of Athens
Technical College for certified
college and technical accreditation, the GCCA offers paths
that vary from automotive
and culinary arts to agriculture and engineering. They
are specifically selected with
an eye towards future jobs
offered by local businesses and
industry like BSP.
We talked in a BSP office,
just off the floor where thick
metal is forged and welded
into pressure containers used
for, among other things, steam
boilers.
Rhett said he liked literature and social studies classes
but he quickly jumped on the
opportunity to study welding.
“That was entirely my
decision,” he said with pride.
“For the Career Academy, I
learned in school and got to
job-shadow. I came here in
January of 2020 and got to see
what they did here. So, when
I went back to school, I could
get prepared for what they did
here.”
Founder Barry Richardson
and Vice President Shawn
Pearson have made BSP a
prime example of local businesses collaborating with
educators to the benefit of
both.
Today, GCCA pairs
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Welding requires a steady hand while wearing a heavy
helmet with protective clothing and sticking your thick
gloves within inches of a powerful spark that melts metal
at 6,500 degrees Fahrenheit.
first-year high school students
with a volunteer member
of the community; a career
coach who has committed to
sticking with that student for
all four years of high school.
The coach works with the
student to develop a career
path and helps them stay on
track.
Rhett got into the program
before the career coach
part was created. But that
was not a problem because
welding instructor, William

Thompson, had just been
hired to head up that path.
“Even though he didn’t have
a career coach, I wouldn’t
mind saying that I was kind of
his career coach,” Thompson
said, “Rhett took a series of
classes with me and he went
through the dual enrollment
welding program through
Athens Tech so he had a high
enough GPA to go into that.
That shows a little bit more
drive. A little more work ethic
that they’re taking their high

school classes and they’re also
taking a college level class at
the same time.”
Last week, another group of
potential welders were in one
of Thompson’s classes at the
College and Career Academy.
Kiera Richards said she
enjoys working on cars but got
interested in welding. She said
she had earned enough credits
in three years at Lake Oconee
Academy to get her diploma.
“Instead of graduating a
year early,” she said, “I’m doing
dual enrollment here through
Georgia College so I can basically get a free year of college.”
Kiera is not sure if she will
develop a welding career but
Rhett warmed up to welding
so much that he represented
the school at a competition in
Acworth, Georgia.
“He was the very first
student we ever had to
compete in the Skills USA’s
welding competition,” said
Thompson.
And right out of Greene
County High School, he got
the job at BSP.
“He’s really flourishing over
there,” beams Thompson.
“The Career Academy did
help a lot for me to get here,”
Rhett said with a smile. “I
had an advantage but I hadn’t
been working in the real
world. So, I had to learn a lot,
get that experience. It took a
while but I think I’m pretty
good now.”
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